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Agassiz Fills Winter with Warmth

While winter brings chills, Agassiz just keeps
getting warmeré Congratu
nity effort celebrating our first SOLD OUT Christmas
Tree sale ever, raising over $12,000 in scholarships.
Thank you to all.

Continuing in this same community spirit,
please be sure to attend the next GENERAL MEET-
ING on Monday, February 1st at 7:30pm. It promises
lots of hot cider, hot chocolate, and hot news. Atten-
Welcome volunteer Kelsang Choedan, da_nce is mandatory as important infqrma}ion will be | : _ '
a Tibetan kindergarten teacher from India, [ | Scussed: Agassi z06s r el pcubotanddinfamiyamhani s s i
who brings her expertise to Agassiz. parent jobs, staff, and Agassiz policy updates. joined the YG this January

Speaking of admissionsé 1t 1s enroll
time for next year. Please help get the word out to perspective Agassiz families
and encourage your friends to apply. We will host an Agassiz Open House on
Saturday morning, Feb 6th, 9:30 to 11:30am.

And to continue :
keeping warm through
the long winter months,
il come enjoy a toasty
Val entineds
&4 fast on Friday morning,
,_j. February 12th.

Introduce yourself to Stefan

IMPORTANT DATES

January 278 Board Meeting 7:00pm
Feb 16 Mandatory General Meeting

7:30pm
Feb 16 NEW SNACK POLICY L AT
Feb 68 Open House 9:30-11:30am Triceratops give the Middle Group roaring smlles
Feb126Val enti neds Dlayelsruary kst @pdates Make Snack Even Easier
Feb 15-186 February Vacation Beginning February 1st, all dry goods (not the whole snack) will be pur-

will be a small added charge to each se
terds tuition ($20
This is great news for several reg¥

"\ sons, including saving money, consistend
*| regarding allergies, and less food wéste
one more way Agassiz continually works
reinvent itself for the better. Check our
website for details.
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Agassiz Teachers Radiate Kindness, Competence & Community

Youngest Group Top 10 List

1. Laughter abounds 6. Not afraid to challenge themselves
| 2. Unlimited hugs 7. Brilliant fine motor control
3. Artists: each and every one of them! 8. LOVE, LOVE, LOVE to read books!
4. Child of the Week-great fun 9. Silliness in everything! All day long
5. Curious about everything 10. Jackie and Ann adore them
With love, Ann
Middle Group: Busy & Blossoming The Middle Group
children are in a solid,

busy and social mode. They are taller, and simply look older, by far, than they were in the fall. Contrast their current
stature with the photographs on their cubbies. They have been showing impressive concentration and diligence, which
is particularly evident in some of the fairly complicated activities we have done at group time.

Our major area of study has been 6reading readines
together are words. Knowing what letters sound like means you are learning how to read. Reading is cool and what
kindergarten kids, teenagers and grownups know how to do.

It is important to reinforce the subject of friends, and how to deal with some situations, unique to each child.
For example, it would be utopian (perhaps, but this is not philosophy) if each child played equally with each of the
other children, could share equally, stick up for him/her self, etc. We will, during our other curriculum, be emphasizing
these subjects, talking about them openly, as well as more covertly, e.g. designing who is paired with whom during
projects, or at free play setting up activities to appeal to some children who do not usually play together.

Our curriculum areas in the near future will incl
Ocean and Things In 1td | earninfg about salt water, pl
mal s, shell s, and plankton. We| wi | | also study ASeed

will be planting different seeds (ie. grass, mung beans, and sugar
snap peas) and see what happens to them. We will use them in dif-
ferent ways including cooking.

If any MG parents would like a parent conference, please let
me know and we will arrange one at 8:00am or, before March 14th,
between 1:15 and 2:00pm. | will be leaving at 1:00pm to coach Boys
Volleyball at Newton North High School, beginning on Monday,
March 16th. All the best, Richard.

Oldest Group Explores Individuality vs. Diversity

As the Oldest Group kids continue to work hard to achieve their goals, whether it be gross motor skills, art projects, or
rewarding friendships, they have also managed to become fantastic little people. We are moving out of the realm of
three to four year old behavior and starting to see changes within each child. Between asking intuitive questions and
making spectacular connections or simply carrying on incredibly creative conversations, they are developing their own
unique sense of self and managing to observe some similarities and differences amongst the group. What to do with
those similarities and differences is the question they are all facing, and it is truly an honor to be there to help them sort
it out!

In attempt to 'grab the bull by the horns,' the upcoming curriculum in OG is geared towards honoring our individual-
ity. Each child will have his/her day in the 'spotlight." With this, we will learn spe-

cifics about each OG child, and each child will be given their own baseball type
card stating these facts. These baseball cards will be graphed each day in class
and will also be distributed amongst the group, where they can then go home
and learn new fun facts about their friends! | plan on conveying how we are all
similar/dissimilar in many regards, but we are all to be treated fairly, respectfully
and equally. | feel that this will be a great way to emphasize diversity and | am
confident that the conversations we will have about one another on a daily basis
will prove fascinating!

Other things to look forward to in OG: Chinese New Year, Frog Pond Ice
Skating Field Trip, 100th Day of School Party, Max the Chinese Water Dragon's
New Cage. ROCK ONd Katie
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