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 While winter brings chills, Agassiz just keeps 
getting warmer… Congratulations to a great commu-
nity effort celebrating our first SOLD OUT Christmas 
Tree sale ever, raising over $12,000 in scholarships. 
Thank you to all. 
 Continuing in this same community spirit, 
please be sure to attend the next GENERAL MEET-
ING on Monday, February 1st at 7:30pm. It promises 
lots of hot cider, hot chocolate, and hot news. Atten-
dance is mandatory as important information will be 
discussed: Agassiz‟s relocation, admissions, new 
parent jobs, staff, and Agassiz policy updates.  
 Speaking of admissions… it is enrollment 
time for next year. Please help get the word out to perspective Agassiz families 
and encourage your friends to apply. We will host an Agassiz Open House on 
Saturday morning, Feb 6th, 9:30 to 11:30am.  
 And to continue 
keeping warm through 
the long winter months, 
come enjoy a toasty 
Valentine‟s Day break-
fast on Friday morning,  
February 12th.  
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 Agassiz Fills Winter with Warmth 

Triceratops give the Middle Group roaring smiles. 

Welcome volunteer Kelsang Choedan,  

a Tibetan kindergarten teacher from India, 

who brings her expertise to Agassiz. 

   February 1st Updates Make Snack Even Easier 
  

 Beginning February 1st, all dry goods (not the whole snack) will be pur-

chased by our (parent job) supplier. This means that families responsible for the 

daily snack will no longer need to bring a 

grain, but only fruit/vegetable, protein and 

water.  To cover the dry good cost, there 

will be a small added charge to each semes-

ter’s tuition ($20 or less.) 
 This is great news for several rea-

sons, including saving money, consistency 

regarding allergies, and less food waste— 

one more way Agassiz continually works to 

reinvent itself for the better.  Check our 

website for details.  

Introduce yourself to Stefan 

Grubor and his family, who 

joined  the YG this January. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

January 27—Board Meeting 7:00pm 
 

Feb 1—Mandatory General Meeting    
  7:30pm 
 

Feb 1—NEW SNACK POLICY 
 

Feb 6—Open House 9:30-11:30am 
 

Feb 12 —Valentine‟s Day Breakfast 
 

Feb 15-18—February Vacation 

Making SILLY FACES... 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/4712872/ehow3-main_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/video_2371227_perfecting-valentine_s-day-heart-kids.html&usg=__l8VPo_Rt14KUiyQo-boWrz7eT8g=&h=424&w=600&sz=21&h
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Youngest Group Top 10 List: 
 

1. Laughter abounds   6. Not afraid to challenge themselves 
 

2. Unlimited hugs   7. Brilliant fine motor control 
 

3. Artists: each and every one of them! 8. LOVE, LOVE, LOVE to read books! 
 

4. Child of the Week-great fun  9. Silliness in everything! All day long 
 

5. Curious about everything  10.  Jackie and Ann adore them 
 

          With love, Ann 

    The Middle Group 
children are in a solid, 

busy and social mode. They are taller, and simply look older, by far, than they were in the fall. Contrast their current 
stature with the photographs on their cubbies. They have been showing impressive concentration and diligence, which 
is particularly evident in some of the fairly complicated activities we have done at group time. 
 Our major area of study has been „reading readiness.‟  Letters are the „pictures‟ of sounds. Letters grouped 
together are words.  Knowing what letters sound like means you are learning how to read. Reading is cool and what 
kindergarten kids, teenagers and grownups know how to do. 
 It is important to reinforce the subject of friends, and how to deal with some situations, unique to each child. 
For example, it would be utopian (perhaps, but this is not philosophy) if each child played equally with each of the 
other children, could share equally, stick up for him/her self, etc.  We will, during our other curriculum, be emphasizing 
these subjects, talking about them openly, as well as more covertly, e.g. designing who is paired with whom during 
projects, or at free play setting up activities to appeal to some children who do not usually play together. 
 Our curriculum areas in the near future will include: “The 
Ocean and Things In It” learning about salt water, plants, fish, mam-
mals, shells, and plankton.  We will also study “Seeds & Plants.” We 
will be planting different seeds (ie. grass, mung beans, and sugar 
snap peas) and see what happens to them. We will use them in dif-
ferent ways including cooking.  
 If any MG parents would like a parent conference, please let 
me know and we will arrange one at 8:00am or, before March 14th, 
between 1:15 and 2:00pm. I will be leaving at 1:00pm to coach Boys 
Volleyball at Newton North High School, beginning on Monday, 
March 16th.  All the best, Richard. 

Agassiz Teachers Radiate Kindness, Competence & Community 

       Middle Group: Busy & Blossoming 

As the Oldest Group kids continue to work hard to achieve their goals, whether it be gross motor skills, art projects, or 
rewarding friendships, they have also managed to become fantastic little people.  We are moving out of the realm of 
three to four year old behavior and starting to see changes within each child.  Between asking intuitive questions and 
making spectacular connections or simply carrying on incredibly creative conversations, they are developing their own 
unique sense of self and managing to observe some similarities and differences amongst the group.  What to do with 
those similarities and differences is the question they are all facing, and it is truly an honor to be there to help them sort 
it out! 
     In attempt to 'grab the bull by the horns,' the upcoming curriculum in OG is geared towards honoring our individual-
ity.  Each child will have his/her day in the 'spotlight.'  With this, we will learn spe-
cifics about each OG child, and each child will be given their own baseball type 
card stating these facts.  These baseball cards will be graphed each day in class 
and will also be distributed amongst the group, where they can then go home 
and learn new fun facts about their friends!  I plan on conveying how we are all 
similar/dissimilar in many regards, but we are all to be treated fairly, respectfully 
and equally.  I feel that this will be a great way to emphasize diversity and I am 
confident that the conversations we will have about one another on a daily basis 
will prove fascinating!       
     Other things to look forward to in OG:  Chinese New Year, Frog Pond Ice 
Skating Field Trip, 100th Day of School Party, Max the Chinese Water Dragon's 
New Cage. ROCK ON—Katie 

Oldest Group Explores Individuality vs. Diversity 
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     Cindy (who used to be an Edelman) and David (who used to be a Blank) -
- met as undergrads at Brandeis. After we were married for 15 years, Elijah 
Isaac Blank-Edelman was born. We live in Teele Square in Somerville in a 
two-family house we co-own with our friend (and Elijah's godmother) Heidi. 
Our cat, Shimmer, lives with us also. 
     David is the Director of Technology at the College of Computer Science at 
Northeastern University. David is the author of a computer book, a columnist 
for a computer magazine, and a popular speaker and teacher at computer 
conferences across the country. David is also a music enthusiast and ama-
teur percussionist, who drums on anything available. He enjoys Iyengar yoga 
and regularly stands on his head in our living room. David grew up in Rhode 
Island, where his parents still live. 
     Cindy is a psychotherapist at Fenway Health, which focuses on serving the GLBT community. Cindy grew up in 
Orange County, California, and escaped at the first possible opportunity to go to college in Massachusetts. Cindy likes 
to read novels and enjoys playing games. She is also newly into running and did her first 5K in March of 2009. 
      Elijah is funny, opinionated, talkative, and energetic. He loves making music in any way he can, doing special 
dances on the "stage" of our living room floor, painting and drawing, running and jumping and climbing, reading books 
with his parents, cooking, and gazing passionately at subway trains. 
      We are actively involved in Havurat Shalom in Somerville, our Jewish community full of left-wing, feminist, wanna-
be hippies like us. We believe in sharing parenting equally, coordinating some time at home with Elijah with time at 
work. We're ovo-lacto vegetarians. We like to laugh and regularly crack each other up. We knew that Agassiz was the 
place for us the first time we walked in and are so pleased that Elijah is at Agassiz with so many great kids. 

     Demerise‟s dad, Joe Calzaretta, is from Staten Island and is a programmer at 
MIT. He has actually been at MIT non-stop since he turned 18 in 1992. Her mom, 
Stephanie Hirsch is from Wisconsin, but has been living in the Somerville area 
since going to business school in 1997. She works in the Mayor‟s Office of Somer-
ville. Stephanie actually lived on a cooperative farm in rural Georgia in the early 
„90s, so has quite a bit of cooperative living experience.  
     Demerise has a sister, Nancy, who will be two in February. She is named after 
her grandmother, Nancy, who passed 
away three years ago. Demerise is 
named after  her maternal grandmother, 
who lived on Lake Superior. We love 
singing and regularly sing together. 
Stephanie loves the out-of-doors and Joe 
loves computers. We all live in Union 
Square. 

The People Are What Make Agassiz Great 

     Hi, I'm Claire from YG. I enjoy sipping Brig-
ham's frappes with Grampy, and cooking with 

my daddy while wearing matching aprons that Grandma made for us. I 
can make up a song about anything, though "Happy Birthday" is my all-
time favorite. I love reading to my animals in my big-girl bed, to mommy 
and daddy, and, in a pinch, to the kitchen cabinets. And my favorite color 
is green. 
 My daddy grew up in Hingham and my mommy grew up in a sub-
urb of Chicago. They met just around the corner at The Burren in Davis 
Square. My mommy teaches history and tutors in a learning center at 
Thayer Academy. She also writes fiction. One of her short stories was 
published last spring and she has been working on a novel for a very long 
time. My daddy is a city planner, specializing in public transportation. He 
also writes books about fire trucks. My parents love to travel. They got me 
my first passport and took me abroad when I was one.  I've been to ten states and two foreign countries so far.  
 Walking to Agassiz is like a trip through a Richard Scarry book -- a fire station, a university, Pooh's house, a 
construction site, and a giant lizard, too! Everything about Agassiz is great.  Except, don't you think they should be 
open on Saturday?  Wouldn't that be fun, just one more day? 

C is for Claire 

D is for Demerise 

E is for Elijah 
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      Gabriel loves running around.  He‟s always liked balls and bikes (and frisbees be-
cause his mama insists on playing with them).  Gabriel is a bit of a jokester, and he 
prefers to be right there where the action is — especially when there are big kids in-

volved.  Gabriel has a big brother Noah, who is very into science and nature stuff.  So if you hear our family discussing 
early hominids or the unique features of the smilodon, that‟s 
why.  Both Gabriel and Noah like creatures of all kinds — espe-
cially wild, extinct, and rare animals. 
     Jim and Ray both grew up in crappy towns.  Ray grew up in 
Flint, Michigan, a union town where The Man basically ruined 
things and everyone (including her) decided to leave.  Jim grew 
up in a small town in northern Michigan, which accounts for his 
extreme joy and relief at having ended up in the Boston area.  
He has been thinking about buying a grave plot here to ensure 
that he will never leave.  Both now teach at Harvard.  Jim is an 
anthropologist who works in the writing program and Ray is a 
sociologist.  Their great joy in life, other than their children, is to 
engage in leftist ideological indoctrination of America‟s youth. 
     We like having family dance parties at home in the winter, 
and going to the beach in the summer. 

       Lucy, whose real name is Lucia although we call her "the Goose", was born in 
Boston and lives in Cambridge with mom Danielle, dad Andrew, and an extensive 
collection of stuffed animals. Danielle and Andrew met in grad school in Philadel-
phia and moved to Boston (Danielle is from the Boston area) about 10 years ago. 
     While not at school, Lucy enjoys dancing (in full ballet costume), jumping on her 
parents‟ bed, helping to cook, reading, and anything to do with art (especially paint-
ing and markers).  Lucy's favorite books 
include "Blueberries for Sal" (check out 
the resemblance between Lucy and Sal), 
the Fancy Nancy books and the Barba-
papa series. In the winter we enjoy being 
outside jumping around in the snow and 
drinking hot cocoa. 
     Since both Danielle and Andrew love 
to travel, Lucy has collected an impres-

sive number of passport stamps for a soon-to-be three year old. She has 
particularly enjoyed Italy where her three favorites are in abundance - toma-
toes, pasta and ice cream.  Lucy is a fantastic little traveler, making friends at 
playgrounds across Europe (and enemies on flights across the Atlantic).  
She is an intrepid eater and, in general, a happy, gentle, and inquisitive child.  
We are having more fun with her than we ever imagined at Agassiz. 

Where Children’s Imaginations Grow  

  G is for Gabriel 

      Sasha and her little sister, Zoe, were both born in Cambridge at 
Mt. Auburn Hospital. 
      Sasha loves to make things. With paint, paper, crayons, mark-
ers, and the more tape the merrier. 
      She loves to make things in her imagination too. Like long solo 
expeditions to a warmer climate to collect coconuts. 
      Sasha loves to eat chocolate and stay up all night thinking 
about piggies wearing underwear. 
      Sasha's mom and dad met in New York City in 1997 at a cafe in 
Park Slope. There are two things that they believe in more than 
anything else: fate and Coffee. (Notice that coffee was capitalized, 
not fate.) Sasha's daddy enjoys making music. Sasha's mommy 
enjoys dancing. 
      As a family we love to visit the beach on chilly days, take our 
shoes off to feel the cold, wet sand between our toes and eat chips. 

       L is for Lucy 

             S is for Sasha 
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   Gabe was born in Cambridge on June 22, 2006.  He loves building skateboard 
ramps with his dad (out of blocks), climbing, riding his skuut and anything that has to 
do with imaginary play.  He is enamored with his cousins, is sweet and cuddly, and 
loves going to Agassiz.     
      Kathy (mom) and Eric (dad) met and became friends while working at the same 
advertising agency and mountain biking after work on the north shore of Boston.  
Work brought them each separately to San Francisco (though Eric likes to think 
Kathy followed him there).  They fell in love in the mountains and on the trails of 
Northern California.  
      They moved back to Cambridge in 
2002.  Kathy has been happily self-
employed as a brand strategist and 
researcher for the past six years and 
spends her free time going to yoga, 
working with farmers‟ markets, cook-
ing and hanging out with Gabe. Eric 

works in advertising, is an avid biker, music fanatic, and into all things 
digital and on the web. He shares a love of X-Game type sports with 
Gabe.  They are all happiest playing outdoors together, regardless of 
the weather, and look forward to Gabe‟s 2nd year on skis this winter! 

… and Laughter is Contagious 

    A to Z: Ari and Zack 

     Seamus Hillel Rudolph will be four years old in February.  He was named 
after poet Seamus Heaney, who is a friend of Kate‟s family, and the “H” in 
Hillel is for Papa Henry, Jay‟s great grandfather.   
     When Seamus was seven months old, his family moved from across the 
river in Brighton to Union Square in Somerville.  He loves living here and has 
spent many happy hours playing at the Growing Center and eating yogurt at 
Bloc 11.  Seamus is currently totally obsessed with all things emergency re-
sponse.  He loves fire fighters, ambulances and police, which is really kind of 
funny because his mom is a criminal defense attorney.  Seamus‟s dad is also 
a lawyer, who does real estate and estate planning.  Seamus‟s mom hasn‟t 
figured out how to explain what she does for work yet except to say that 
“lawyers help people when they have a fight.”   
     Seamus is funny, exuberant, and noisy!  He loves jumping, shouting, 
hooting, and being a siren.  He also is very loving and sweet.  He loves 
younger kids and babies and, as most of you know, has taken a particular 
shine to his pal Violet.  Seamus absolutely loves Agassiz.  He started in the 
summer 2009 and right away it felt like he had been here for years.  When 
it‟s nice out, you can find him riding the two-seater trike outside.   

      G is for Gabe 

      S is for Seamus 

     Ariyeh (aka Leopard 
Bear) Jarad and Zackary 

(Tiger Bear) Levi Weissman-Bennett will turn five on February 
12th.  Last year, Zack did not feel ready to turn four until he was about 
three years and fifteen months old, and Ari joined him if only in broth-
erly solidarity.  But now both boys are ready to take on the great ma-
turity (and cake) that comes with being five.  
      Just after Thanksgiving, Zackary and Ariyeh learned to ride a two-
wheeler without training wheels!  Their mom, Lynn, is learning to ride a 
unicycle.  All three are figuring out how to get on and off these con-
traptions with a modicum of grace and safety.  Joel (Dad) is learning 
how to live down the street from the new Agassiz without spending all 
his time there. 
      Ari and Zack have loved to rake leaves and shovel snow ever 

since they could wield dangerous objects.  And speak-
ing of dangerous objects, we look forward to trying 
out ice skates again this year. 
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       Great Child Portraits 
      

                  A good friend of ours, Jessica 
Gath, is an amazing person and 
painter. While she does portraits of 
people of all ages, she specializes in 
children. Her work exudes character 
and personality. See Gabe (left) at 
two years old or you can check out 
her website at: 
www.jessicagath.com. Or feel free to 
ask Eric, Kath or Gabe (MG) about it!    

Agassiz Cooperative Preschool: A Creative and Caring Community 

Cheesy Corn Bread 
Submitted by Annika‟s Family 

2 eggs 

1 1/4  cup milk 

1/2 cup veg oil 

1 1/2 cup flour 

1/2 cup corn meal 

1/2 cup sugar 

2 cups grated cheese 

1 Tbls baking powder 

1/2 tsp salt 

Preheat oven to 350‟, grease 
8x8 pan. Mix together all ingre-
dients. Bake for 35 minutes or 
until edges are light brown and 
middle is done. 

 Book Recommendations for Kids: 
 

Beware of the Frog, by William Bee 
Dr. DeSoto (or other books by William Steig) 
Henry and Mudge, by Cynthia Rylant 
Miss Nelson is Missing, by Harry Allard 

Sophie Get Angry-Really, Really Angry,  
 by Molly Bang 
The Very Persistent Gappers of Frip,  
 by George Saunders (for older kids) 
 

...and For Parents: 
 

Author David Sedaris (anything by him) 
Eat, Pray, Love, by Elizabeth Gilbert 
The Help, by Kathryn Stockett 
Julia‟s Chocolate, by Cathy Lamb 
Three Cups of Tea, by Greg Mortenson 

   Kid-Friendly Winter Ideas 
 

1. Fresh Pond for sledding 
2. Building forts with blankets 

around the couch or table 
3. Candlepin Bowling (at Lanes & 

Games or Davis Square)  
4. Visiting other Town Libraries 

(Arlington, Belmont, Watertown…) 
5. Wheelock Family Theater 
6. Free days at the MFA 

(other museum passes also at libraries) 
7. Ride the “T” to anywhere 
8. Harvard Natural History Museum 
9. Make folding laundry a game 

(really, the kids love it) 

 

Agassiz Cooperative Preschool 
 

1803 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge MA  02140 

617-547-9355     FAX: 617-492-4706 
www.agassizpreschool.com 

 

Director: Tracey Kaplan 
President:  Josh Safdie 

VP: Michael Baran 
 

Newsletter Submissions to Maura Gould at: 
Agassiz@mauratom.com 


